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invasion. We give the argument in our contemporary's own words:

The lack of principle inspiring this movement is shown by the fact that it
was pressed forward by Boksburg traders, who have been most active m advo-
cating the introduction of hordes of Chinese into the Transvaal under restrictions
which preclude them from trading. These men are not concerned with the
moral well-being of the community, all they wish is that trade shall be diverted
into their establishments which at present goes to the Indians While advocating
the introduction of 100,000 or more Mongolians, who will corrupt and debase
the national life, they urge that a few Indian traders shall be compelled to forgo
opposition to their trade, and that the people of the Transvaal shall provide
opposition compensation. The people of the Transvaal might well do this to
separate Asiatic from European, and to prevent, as far as possible, race contami-
nation If, however, the Chinese are to come in their tens of thousands, all
hope of maintaining a high standard of civilization in the Transvaal must be
abandoned, and the presence of Indian traders will be a minor evil compared
with that which has been so enthusiastically endorsed by the traders of Boksburg
If these gentlemen think that, having abandoned principle, they can obtain some-
thing which can only be urged with success on the grounds of that high expediency
which demands the prevention of race contamination, they are, we fancy, doomed
to disappointment. It would be an injustice to the taxpayer to call upon him
to provide compensation for Indian traders denied the right to trade in a Mongo-
lian community It has been proclaimed that it is the will of the people of the
Transvaal that Asiatic labour should be made the basis of its prosperity. If
this should come about, the loss sustained by white traders in competition with
coloured will not be a matter of any particular importance.

Indian Opinion, 10-3-1904
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The British Indians residing in the expropriated Location at Johan-
nesburg have our full sympathy. Theirs is a most pitiable condition. Since
September last, many inhabitants of that area have been deprived of their
only means of livelihood. The assessment of their claims for expropriation
takes no notice of the high rents they were in the habit of receiving. The
awards, therefore, made by the arbitrators, while they are considerably
above the final offers made by the Town Council, are but a poor conso-
lation to them as it is impossible to get enough interest on the amounts
received by them to enable them to live at all comfortably. They have all
to be cooped up within the expropriated area and be at the mercy of the
Town Council, for no permanent accommodation has yet been provided
for them in terms of the law. They cannot invest their monies in land,
because they do not enjoy the right to own fixed property in the Trans-
vaal. From the reports received, the sanitary condition of the Location
has never been so bad as it is now. The surplus Kaffir population also is
being housed in the Location, the result being that it is overcrowded beyond
description. When the Stands were under the control of the owners, they
were held liable for the[ir] proper upkeep, and their place was certainly
habitable then. Each owner employed a sweeper for his Stand and saw that
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